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TheNational Park Service\NPS) proposes to manage beach driving at Padre Island National Seashore
(Seashorefo reduce the risk of injury t8eashoremployees and visitors from vehicle accidents, and to
improve protection oWildlife (including threatened and endangered spefies) potential adverse

impacts of beach vehicle ugaver the past two summers, tBeashoréemporarily reduced the existing

25 miles per hourrfiph) beach driving speed limit to 15 mph during a portion of the summer season to
reduce potential resourceiacts. This environmental assessment (EA) examines the purpose and need
for such actions and assesses the effects of five alternatives for vehicle management on the beach. The
alternatives vary primarily by vehicle speed limitations, since vehicle spexidierdified bySeashore

staff as a primary factor that can affect accident/impact potential and that can also be regulated by the
Seashore

Alternative 1: No Action. The no action alternative would result in the continuation of beach driving
speed limis prior to the temporary seasonal restrictions implemented during the 200@and2011
turtle nesting seasonbhis includes a 15 mpipeed linit on North Beach and fromile markerO to mile
marker2.5, anda 25 mptspeed limit on the beach south of mitarker 2.5 to Mansfield Channel on
South BeachClosed Malaquiteé Beachwould remain closed tpublic vehicle use.

Alternative 2. Short er Seasonal Restrictions Co.iffisi ned with
alternative includes retaining a yeaund 15 mj limit on North Beach and from mile marker 0 to 2.5,

but with a seasonal 15 mph speed limit for the rest of South Beach from mile marker 2.5 south to

Mansfield ChannelThis 15 mphlimiwoul d begi n when the first Kempds
the Seashorer on April 15 (whicheverisearlier) and woul d continue through
ridley nesting seasdiaefined as 5 days afttie lastnesthas ever been fourat theSeashore Outside of

the seasonal restriction period, a safetyezauld be implementedom mile marker 2.5 south in which

a 15mph speed limit would be imposed within 100 yards of people, pets, vehicles, structures, flocks of

birds, and other wildlife

Alternative 3: Longer Seasonal RestrictiongPreferred Alternative). Under this alternative, longer
seasonal restrictions limiting the speed limit to 15 fmpm mile marker2.5 southwould last from

March 1 through Labor Day (early Septemb@yiside of these datésday after Labor Day to February
281 the speed limit fronmile marker2.5 to Mansfield Channel would be 25 mpheyearround 15
mph limit would remairnon North Beach and from mile marker 0 to @rbSouth Beach

Alternative 4: Year-round Restrictions. Under this alternative, 85 mph speed limit for the entire
beach yearound would be implemented, consistent with Texas Transportation Sedi#on 545.352,
which limits vehicular speed to 15 mph on state beaches.

Alternative 5: Citizens for Access and Conservation Alternative and Optias This alternative has

two options. The first (Option A) is an alternatiges ugge st ed by (GtizensfdrAceessn s gr o
andConservatiolp during public scopindJnder this alternative, thepeed limit would remain at 25 mph

south ofmile marker2.5 (like the no action alternative), bygarround safety zonesould be

implementedvithin 100 feet of people, pets, parked vehicles, and strucinresich the speed limit

would be reduced ta5lmph Under a second option developed from public scopdmién B the 15

mphyearround safety zonesould apply to drivingvithin 100 feet ofwildlife, people, pets, parked
vehicles,andstructuredi.e., wildlife wasadded tdoetter meet projeabjectives, purpose, and néed
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The alternatives were considered for their effects on wil(hitgmmals, invertebrates, shorebirds);
specialstatusspeciegseaturtles and shorebirdsyisitor use and experiencésitor and employee safety
Seashorepemtions and managemeat)d socioeconomics. The analysis determined that none of the
proposed alternatives would have major adverse impacts on resources and values at Padre Island National
Seashore.

If you wish to comment on theA, you may mail comments tbe name and address below or post
comments online dtttp://parkplanning.nps.govi hisEA will be available for public review fa30 days.

Our practice is to make comments, including names, home addresseghurmaeumbers, and email
addresses of respondents, available for public revrelividual respondents may request that we

withhold their names and/or home addresses, etc., but if you wish us to consider withholding this
information you must state thisgminently at the beginning of your comments. In addition, you must
present a rationale for withholding this information. This rationale must demonstrate that disclosure
would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of privacy. Unsupported assertiomstwiket this

burden. In the absence of exceptional, documentable circumstances, this information will be released. We
will always make submissions from organizations or businesses, and from individuals identifying
themselves as representatives of orcadfs of organizations or businesses, available for public inspection
in their entirety.

Please address written comments to:

Superintendent

Padre Island National Seashore
Attention: Beach Vehicle EA
PO Box 181300

Corpus Christi, TX 78480300
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CHAPTER 1: PURPOSE AND NEED
INTRODUCTION

Padre Island National Seashore (the Sea¥@s established by an act of Congress on September 28,

1962, and is managed by tNational Park ServicelNPS).The Seashores located on a 11ile barrier

island (North Padre Island), approximat8lgniles southeast of Corpus Christi, Texas (figurel'he

130,434 acres of thieeashoravere set aside as part of thegtionalparksy st em i n order fto s
preserve, for purposes of public recreation, benefit, and inspiration, a portion of the dimisasisimgre

of the United St at e sPuldicdlaw 87/ % codifiechas16 W.8.6.8459d opedo (

National Park Service s
Padre Island National Seashore U.S. Department of the Interior & "=

Vicinity Map

Legend
9 N
@ Ciy 10 0 10 20 Mies
S BicBoundiny e —
Produced by Division of S¢i and R Manay t September 2004

FIGURE 1. PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL SEASHORE VICINITY MAP
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Chapter 1: Purpose and Need

This environmental assessment (EA) examines the effdxith on the natural and human environnient
associated with proposed changemtmagement of vehicles theGulf of Mexico (Gulf)beach The
alternative managemeconcepts focus on speed limit, as it was determined that this was a primary
variablethat could affect the expectedk level related to accidents or impaatsd that could be
managed and regulated by tBeashoreThe impacts oflifferent alternativesn wildlife (including
endangered species)sitor useand experiencevisitor and employesafety,Seashorenanagement and
operationsand socioeconomiagithin or nearPadre Island National Seashore are presented. Separate
analyses are presented fopiementation of the action alternatives (alternatives 2, 3, 4, and 5) and
continued current management (alternative 1, no gadiothese resourcealternative3 is the preferred
alternative Thestudy area oarea of potential effect considered for #malyss includes theGulf beach
and nearby environs that may be affected by beach driving alternatives.

This EA has been prepared in accordance witiNetenal Environmental Policy AENEPA) of 1969

and implementing regulation§itle 40 of theCode ofFederal Regulations (CFR)50Q 1508, and NPS
Directorods Order 12 and Handbook, Conservation Pl
Decisionmaking NPS 2004).

PURPOSE OF AND NEEDFOR ACTION

Located along the south Texas coast, Padre Island National Seashore protageghstretch of
undeveloped barrier island in the woftee figure 2)

FIGURE 2. UNDEVELOPED GULF BEACH AT PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL SEASHORE

The Seashorprovides a wide rage of recreational opportunities for fishing, swimming,

beachcombing, and beach camping, including access to remote camping and fishing locations
along the 65.5 miles of beach stretching south to Mansfield CharreeEeashorprovides

habitat to a wide range of organisms, includi

2 Padre IslandNational Seashore
























































































































































































































































































































































































































